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WHERE EVERY STUDENT EXCELS 
January’s Message from Mrs. Terry 
 

 Happy New Year Schoeffner Shark Families, 
 

We have much to celebrate as we bring in 2024. I am proud to recognize Mrs. Amanda   
Morgan, third grade teacher, for being selected as Ethel Schoeffner Elementary's Teacher of 
the Year! Mrs. Morgan’s creativity and positivity are contagious for both staff and students 
alike. She approaches all tasks with professionalism. She serves as a state mentor teacher, 
helping to prepare teacher candidates for the wonderful world of teaching! She challenges 
her students to be their best academically and socially too. Congratulations, Mrs. Morgan!! 
 

Our PTO recognized our students with another Shark Attack in December. All students were 
able to create an ornament that I hope you received and were able to display at home. PTO 
also provided a special lunch for our Schoeffner staff before we broke for our holiday. Thank 
you PTO for spoiling us all! Our PTO is currently busy preparing for our annual fundraiser, 
Finley’s Fun Run, which will be held on January 25. Over the past couple of years we have 
used funds to enhance our playground for our students with swings, a slide and climbing play 
equipment, and covered structures for both playgrounds. Additionally all grade levels were able to enjoy a special activity/field trip. We plan 
to use funds this year to continue to enhance play areas and equipment for students as well as fund special educational and fun activities. 
   

Our Talented Theatre students will participate in their winter performance on stage in the ESE cafeteria on Thursday, January 18. Please 
come to see our young actors and actresses. The show begins at 6:00 PM and all are welcome to attend.   
 

Students will come home with their 2nd quarter report cards on Friday, January 12. We will have conferences again in person on February 1 
and 2. End of the quarter grades should not be a surprise since you have access to Parent Portal. If you have not yet registered for Parent 
Portal or need assistance, please let us know. It is important that our students and you keep up with their progress throughout the year. 
Please reach out to your child’s teacher for any support you may need. Working together Every Student Excels.  
 

The Krewe of Finley will parade over to New Sarpy Elementary on Friday, February 9 at 1:00 PM. Please start collecting throws as all    
students will be eligible to participate in the parade. Our theme for the parade is “ESE Travels Through Louisiana.” The student who raises 
the most funds during our Finley’s Fun Run Fundraiser will serve as king or queen of the parade.   

 
 
 

ETHEL SCHOEFFNER  
ELEMENTARY 

 
Did you know that the doors of Ethel Schoeffner Elementary School opened on January 4, 

1994? Ethel Schoeffner Elementary is named in honor of Miss Ethel Schoeffner. Miss 
Schoeffner served the St. Charles Parish School system for 48 years, from 1917 to 1965, 

as an elementary school teacher and an elementary school principal.  Mrs. Schoeffner 
taught our very own art teacher, Ms. Mannear! 
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10 tips to help get your child to school on time, every day 
1. Set attendance goals with your child and track your child's attendance on a calendar. Try offering 

small rewards for not missing any school, such as a later bedtime on weekends. 

2. Help your child get a good night's sleep. A lack of sleep is associated with lower school achievement 
starting in middle school, as well as higher numbers of missed school and tardiness. Most younger      
children need 10-12 hours per night and adolescents (13-18 years of age) need 8-10 hours per night.  

3. Prep the night before to streamline your morning. Have your child lay out their clothes. Have        
backpacks and lunches packed. Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up like a 
missed bus or an early meeting. Have a family member, a neighbor or another trusted adult on standby to 
take your child to school should you ever need help. 

4. Try to schedule dental or medical appointments before or after school hours. If children have to 
miss school for medical appointments, have them return immediately afterward so they do not miss the 
entire day. 

5. Schedule extended trips during school breaks. This helps your child stay caught up in school learning 
and sets the expectation for your child to be in school during the school year. Even in elementary school, 
missing a week of classes can set your child behind on learning. 

6. Don't have your child stay home unless they are truly sick. Reasons to keep your child home from 
school include a temperature greater than 101 degrees, vomiting, diarrhea, a hacking cough, toothache or 
a positive tests for COVID-19 or other infectious illnesses. Keep in mind, complaints of frequent         
stomachaches or headaches can be a sign of anxiety and may not be a reason to stay home. 

7. Talk with your child about the reasons why they do not want to go to school. School-related anxiety 
can lead to school avoidance. Talk to your child about their physical and emotional symptoms. Try to get 
them to talk about any emotional struggles they may have with issues like peer conflicts or fear of failure.  
If you are concerned about your child's mental health, talk with your pediatrician, your child's teacher or 
school counselor. 

8. If your child has a chronic health issue such as asthma, allergies or seizures, talk with your        
pediatrician about developing a school action plan. Meet with and get to know the nurse at your 
child's school. 

9. Follow the rules. Be sure you know what your school's requirements are for when your child will be     
absent or late. If you are supposed to call, email or provide a doctor's note after a certain number of days 
out, then do it. If we want our children to follow rules, we must lead by example. 

10. Keep track of your child's attendance so you know when the days missed start to add up. Look into 
why your child is absent. Think about your child's mood. Have they been spending time by themselves 
lately? Is their chronic condition starting to be more problematic? Is this school refusal? You know your 
child best. 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/school/Pages/School-Attendance-Truancy-Chronic-Absenteeism.aspx#tips 

https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/allergies-asthma/Pages/What-is-an-Asthma-Action-Plan.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/allergies-asthma/Pages/Create-an-Allergy-and-Anaphylaxis-Emergency-Plan.aspx
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/seizures/Pages/Children-with-Epilepsy-at-School.aspx
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During the winter months, the days are shorter and children tend to spend more time inside.  

As a parent, you can prevent injuries by making your home a safe place for your children. Here are some tips for 

keeping your children safe indoors. 
 

 Check under the sink, in closets and in the garage for poisonous substances. Use child proof locks 

or place safely out of reach. Keep all medications safely secured. The poison control center is     

1-800-222-1222. 

 Keep pots and pans on back burners and turn the handles in toward the stove. 

 Have at least one working smoke detector on every level and in all sleeping areas of your home 

(don’t forget to change the batteries at least once a year and test it monthly). 

 Keep sharp objects (knives, scissors or razors) and fire (candles, matches, lighters or cigarettes) 

stored out of reach. 

 Cover unused electrical outlets with safety caps. Don’t place heaters near play and sleeping areas. 

 Be sure toys and art materials are recommended for their age and are labeled non-toxic. Watch 

for small objects that can cause choking (coins, buttons, ink pen caps, etc). 

 Never leave a child alone near or in water. Children can drown in just a few inches of water. 

 Never leave a baby or small child alone on any high place (bed or changing table). Take the child 

with you if the phone rings. 
 

Have fun with your child and stay safe this winter! 
 

Your School Nurse,  

Jamie Byrd, RN, BSN 

jbyrd1@stcharles.k12.la.us 

 

Indoor Safety 
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4th Grade 

Third Grade is rocking and rolling into the New Year!  
 

In ELA, we just finished reading The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane where 

we explored the theme of why it is important to learn how to love and care for    

others. We are starting the main text for our unit, Because of Winn Dixie, where we 

will learn why it is important to make an effort to “see” other people and how our 

differences are what make us special.  
 

In Math, we are beginning Module 4 where we are learning about and exploring      

attributed of polygons. Students will be able to describe the relationship between 2 

shapes to determine the area. 
 

In Science, we are in Module 3 where we are learning how we all have characteristics 

but are all different.  

3rd Grade 

4th graders are wrapping up their Energy Module in 

Science and will be moving to our "Senses and     

Responses" module. In this unit students will focus 

on how animals can sense information around their 

environment. Students enjoyed working with snap 

circuit kits in the Science classrooms and applying 

their knowledge to everyday life. In Math,            

students are wrapping up Module 3 consisting of 

Multiplication and Division. Students will be moving 

to addition and subtraction of fractions in their next 

module. In ELA, students continue to enjoy The 

Lightning Thief.   
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5th Grade 
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ESE BAND NEWS 

This may be obvious since I’m a band director, 
but one of my favorite things about the holiday 
season is the music. I like the phrase “Happy 
Holidays” because it reminds me of the many 
holidays being celebrated across the world at 
this time of year, each with its own set of       
traditional songs, carols, and hymns. Songs like 

Dreydl, Dreydl for Hanukkah, O Holy Night for Christmas, and Jingle Bells as a 
general winter song are among the most popular songs heard at this time of 
year. Our band and choir students here at ESE have learned some of these 
traditional holiday songs for our winter concert. The 5th grade band will be 
performing Good King Wenceslas and Jolly Old Saint Nicholas. The choir took 
us on a holiday trip around the world with songs like Rise Up Shepherd and 
Follow (African American spiritual), Provencal Noel which is in French, and   
Silent Night in German. All band and choir students then combined for our   
finale performance of Jingle Bells. Our band and choir students have worked 
hard all semester long to prepare for this concert. For several of them, this 
was their first concert ever! It was both exciting and nerve-wracking. All of us 
musicians were glad to be able to share our talents and love of music with our 
school community, especially during this holiday season! 
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4H Meeting Dates & Time  

 

All meetings are from  
3:05-4:05 PM 

 

Please pick up students 
promptly at 4:05 PM 

January 31 
 

February 28 
 

March 27 

Ethel Schoeffner Elementary is excited  
to stay connected with families through social media!  

 

Follow us on:  
 

Twitter 
@ESE_Sharks  

 

Instagram 
@Schoeffnerelementary 

 

You can see our Sharks in action! 

December Students of the Month  
Liam Reyes, Jaisyn Alexander, Domenic Decker, Liam Peltier,  

Maddox Melancon, Patrick Richardson, Reid Martin, Reid Nelson,  
Yvette Niceley, Jaxen Thayer, Gia Sperandeo, Colt Stutson,  

Kieran Brasher, Sumer Webber, Nolan Biscoe, Mae Taliancich,  
Oliver Henry, Amori Williams, Max Ramirez 
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Place Category Name Project Title Grade 

1st Louisiana History Ziva Carmouche Poverty Point 5th 

2nd Louisiana History Alessndro Matamorus Louisiana: Our Home, Our History 5th 

          

2nd History Julia England Simone Biles 4th 

          

2nd Sociology Claudio Cruz Why are team sports important in schools? 4th 

Place Category Name Project Title Grade 

1st Chemical Science Yvette Nicely Ooey Gooey Goodness 4th 

2nd Chemical Science Emma Jordan Rethink What you Drink 3rd 

3rd Chemical Science Emerson Cerny The Effects of Various Drinks on Teeth 3rd 

          

1st Biological Science Kaleb Rubion Eye Investigation 4th 

2nd Biological Science Kailyn Jordan How does animal camouflage work? 5th 

          

1st Physical Science Jackson Andrews Under Pressure 4th 

2nd Physical Science Evan Delcambre Watt’s Up 4th 

3rd Physical Science Daphne Staton What household items can turn into a battery? 4th 

Honorable Mention Physical Science Crosby England Air Power 3rd 

2023 – 2024 ESE Science Fair Winners 

2023 – 2024 ESE Social Studies Fair Winners 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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4H Meeting 
3:05-4:05 PM 

Student of 
the Month 
Luncheons 

Early Dismissal 
1 1:55 AM 

Faculty Study 

~ NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS ~ 

Report Cards 
 Go Home 

Martin Luther  
King Jr.  

HOLIDAY 
 

NO SCHOOL 

Talented  
Theatre  

Performance 
@ ESE 
6 PM 

100th Day of 
School 

Students may 
dress as an  

elderly person 

Fun Run  
Kickoff 

5th Grade  
Career Day 

District  
Science Fair 

Fun Run 
4th — 1 1:45-12:25 

(parents enter @ 1 1:30) 
3rd - 12:40-1:20 

(parents enter @ 12:25) 
5th - 1:35-2:15 

(parents enter @ 1:20) 

Parish Honor 
Band Auditions 




